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United Way Extends Drive as Donations Lag
Thermometers Mark 59%
Davie County is falling short of its annual United Way campaign goal this year as the recession dampens public generosity. Early projections indicate that totals may be as much as 30 – 35% below what was raised last year.  In reality, that equals approximately, $197,000 and that means that as many as 5,300 people may not get the services they need.  The shortfall comes as needed programs such as crisis assistance experience crushing demand from people struggling with layoffs, evictions and foreclosures. 

The United Way is seeking aid in a time when economists officially declared the nation has been in a recession for 11 months. Last week, the U.S. Labor Department delivered the grim statistic: The number of people drawing unemployment benefits has reached a 26-year high. 

"It's a tough market," said Executive Director, Mary Beth Forst. "It's difficult to ask people to give in this environment but I know that the citizens of Davie County are generous.  We take care of our own.  If we all work together, we reduce the number of our neighbors who will have to do without the help they need." 

Davie County United Way will be extending the end of the Annual Campaign until late January or early February.  “YOU can make a difference,” Forst continued.  “The time to make a gift has NOT passed.  You can still help our community reach its fundraising goal.  Your financial support in any amount is appreciated.”    Interested parties can help by donating online at www.davieunitedway.org or by calling the United Way office at 751-0313.
The mission of the Davie County United Way is to advance the common good of Davie County by uniting the resources of the community to identify and address the most pressing human needs.  This is achieved through direct programs facilitated by DCUW, such as Call 211 Services, Home Loss Prevention Program and Day of Caring, and grants made to partner agencies for programs that focus on one or more of three impact areas:  Children and Youth, Health and Wellness and Crisis Intervention.  For more information contact the DCUW office at 751-0313 or visit www.davieunitedway.org.
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