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NEWS RELEASE
RELEASE DATE: 9/26/05
Contact:  Mary Beth Forst

United Way of America Expands Hurricane Response Fund Due to Rita
September 26, 2005 – Alexandria Virginia.  In anticipation of potential widespread devastation by Hurricane Rita, United Way of America has expanded and renamed its hurricane response fund. The United Way Hurricane Response and Recovery Fund will include three choices: 

· General hurricane fund

· Hurricane Rita fund

· Hurricane Katrina fund 

All contributions to the United Way Hurricane Response and Recovery Fund will be used to fund services that address both short- and long-term needs of the individuals and families affected by the hurricanes.   The distribution of funds raised will be under the direction of the volunteer committee chaired by Rodney Slater, former Secretary of Transportation, and managed by Joe Calabrese, retired CEO of United Way of Greater Rochester (NY).  

The United Way system will continue to serve the affected communities through the difficult times ahead, grappling not only with the effects of this season's devastating hurricanes but also with the pre-existing community needs that these natural disasters only exacerbate. 

Both Texas and Louisiana have statewide 2-1-1 systems that will continue to be an invaluable resource to their residents in finding help after the hurricane hits. 

The national United Way website, www.unitedway.org, will continue to offer easy ways for all visitors to offer financial, in-kind and volunteer assistance.  
The Davie County United Way will continue to collect and disseminate information on how and where local citizen’s can offer help.  “We feel that this is the best way that we can be of assistance in this crisis,” stated Executive Director, Mary Beth Forst.  “We support the generosity of volunteers and donors to hurricane relief efforts but we also stand ready to assist Davie County residents as they begin to feel the trickle down affects of these hurricanes.”  One important thing to note:  when donors give to a hurricane relief effort, be sure to write in the memo section of your check which hurricane relief efforts you want to designate your donation to support.
The following is a list of other ways that Davie County residents can help in the hurricane relief efforts:  

Davie County

Bank of the Carolinas 

is accepting monetary donations to help the victims of Hurricane Katrina.  100% of your donation will go to the American Red Cross Hurricane 2005 Relief Fund.  Please visit your local branch to make your contribution.  We are keeping all of those affected by this tragedy in our hearts and minds. 

Davie County United Way

Call 751-0313 if you would like information on how you can help.  Other services are being compiled currently.  We will update this list on a regular basis.

First Baptist Church 

Collecting Goods to be transported to hurricane affected areas.  Drop off items Monday through Thursday from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. at the First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall on Main Street (back of building).  

The Salvation Army 

Has an office in downtown Mocksville at 279 N. Main St.  At this time they are taking Money only contributions, George Frye is the local manager and can be reached at 753-0130. Checks should have on them, Davie county Katrina Relief fund.

Davie County 4-H

Donate new materials to assemble Clover Packets and Essentials Kits.  Please donate age appropriate (infant – one), (2-4), (5-9), (10-14), (14-18), (Adults) Gender Specific – Male or female. Please mark and decorate each box for the specific gender and age.  Deliver boxes to the Davie Extension Office, 180 South Main Street by 5 p.m. October 6th.

Clover Packets – Fill shoeboxes with educational and recreational supplies that kids and adults can use while they are living in temporary housing.  Suggestions to things to include:  

A letter of encouragement from a 4-H’er

Activity sheets to use for educational studies

Pre-sharpened pencils

Small books

4-H curriculum

Crayons

Flashlights with batteries

Pens paper

Coloring books

Small games

Anything else you feel is appropriate

Essentials Kits – Use boxes, book bags, plastic storage tubs (smaller ones) to pack essential items for these people to use while they are displaced.  Kits can be packed around the following themes:

· Non-perishables – include diapers, formula, wipes, hand sanitizer, bottled water

· Hygiene items – soap; shampoo, toothbrush, toothpaste, washcloths, laundry detergent

· Craft supplies, games supplies first aid supplies

Or donate money to benefit 4-H families who have been devastated by Hurricane Katrina.  For a pledge form visit www.nc4h.org/relief or call Davie Extension Service at 751-6297.

A Storehouse for Jesus – 464 Depot Street – 751-1060

Donate goods for distribution by Rev. Tommy Tenney, Pineville, Louisiana for Hurricane Katrina victims.  Clearly label items “Hurricane Victims.”

Blankets

Linens (sheets, pillowcases, sleeping bags, pillows)

Towels, washcloths

Toiletries (shampoo, conditioner, toothpaste, toothbrushes, lotion, etc.- travel size is OK)

Baby food

Formula

Disposable Diapers

Baby wipes

Antibacterial wipes

Non-perishable canned goods – items with pop tops that do not have to be cooked well

New games, stuffed animals, non-violent toys (crayons & coloring books also good)

Flashlights, batteries

First aid kits, Band-Aids, Neosporin, antifungal cream

Bottled water

Gatorade

Air mattresses

Bug repellents, Insect sprays

Sunscreen, Chap Stick

Hair brushes, combs

Tylenol, aspirin, over-the-counter medicines

Backpacks

Ziploc baggies

Notes of encouragement.

Forsyth

American Red Cross
The American Red Cross is continuing to collect blood to help victims in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. All blood types are needed.

People can donate blood during the Red Cross' regular hours: 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. today and Friday; 11:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday; and 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. Sunday.

For more information, call 724-0511.

Also, the Red Cross has set up a Web site to assist family members who are looking for news about loved ones living in the path of the hurricane. After going to www.redcross.org, people can click on the "Family Links Registry'' and register personally or for a missing relative, and view the existing list of people who have registered.

Food bank expands its list of food wanted for hurricane-relief effort
The Second Harvest Food Bank is entering the second phase of its Hurricane Katrina relief efforts now that electricity has been restored in some areas.  The agency is now accepting heat-and-serve foods, including some perishable foods. Below is an updated list of items accepted for donation:

Chili, stew, soups, canned pasta with sauce, canned fruits, vegetables, meats such as tuna and chicken, cereals, juices, sports beverages and protein drinks, meal-replacement beverages, peanut butter, paper goods (plates, cups, tissue and paper towels), baby goods (diapers, baby formula, baby powder) and other baby items, personal-hygiene products and cleaning supplies.

Donations can be dropped off at all Lowes Food stores in Forsyth and Guilford counties during business hours Monday through Saturday; and the Mock Beroth Tire Automotive stores from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday. The tire stores are in Winston-Salem, Lexington, King, Madison, Mount Airy, Elkin and Kernersville. For more information, call Mock Tire's marketing department at 940-3131.

For more information on the food bank, call the Second Harvest Food Bank at 784-7369. To find more donor locations, visit the Web site www.hungernwnc.org.

Goodwill Industries
Goodwill Industries of Northwest North Carolina Inc. is working with local chapters of the American Red Cross to give each Hurricane Katrina evacuee a $25 voucher that can be used to buy clothes, house wares or other items at any of Goodwill's 23 stores in the region.

The vouchers are being distributed through the Red Cross chapters, not Goodwill.

Goodwill's work-force-development staff will give employment assistance to evacuees looking for work. For more information, visit the Web site www.goodwillnwnc.org.

Project Welcome
The Project Welcome Resource Center to help hurricane evacuees now staying in Winston-Salem has moved to the United Metropolitan Baptist Church.

The church is on Metropolitan Drive between Fourth and Fifth streets east of U.S. 52.

The center is open from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday to give assistance to evacuees.

The center had been at the Coliseum Annex.

Project Welcome is a collaboration of Forsyth County non-profit organizations, churches and government agencies that is being coordinated by the United Way of Forsyth County.

Katrina Relief Committee
Donations can be made Monday through Friday at the following locations:

9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Goler Community building at 600 N. Chestnut St.

9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Emmanuel Baptist Church, 1075 Shalimar Drive.

9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Union Baptist Church at 1200 N. Trade St.

3 to 6 p.m., NAACP, 4130 Oak Ridge Drive.

10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Ephesus Seventh-day Adventist Church, 1225 N. Cleveland Ave.

The committee is made up of several individuals, ministers, churches and community organizations. For more information, call Linda Sutton at 724-9411 or 776-2404.

Furry Friends

There are several ways that people can help with pets at risk because of Hurricane Katrina. Among those:
Help for pets
Pet Supplies "Plus" in Reynolda Manor Shopping Center, 2812 Reynolda Road; the Forsyth Humane Society; and the Animal Adoption and Rescue Foundation will collect food and supplies for the animals of southern Louisiana, Mississippi and Alabama.

Pet Supplies will donate 500 pounds of dog and cat food, and will give a 10 percent discount on all items bought for donations, except for items already discounted. The items that are needed are: dog and cat food, bowls, leashes and collars, beds, flea and tick medicine, shampoos, brushes and grooming supplies, chew bones and toys, crates, water, and food for small and large animals.

Donations can be dropped off between 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. Monday through Saturday and between 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. on Sundays. On Labor Day, donations can be made between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. New and used items in good condition will be accepted.

Donations can also be dropped off at the Forsyth Humane Society between noon and 4 p.m. Saturdays at 61 Miller St.

Monetary donations can also be made.

For more information, call 750-0677.

• Foster families are needed to help with animals that are being or will be brought back to this region after rescue, and people in stricken areas need supplies to take care of the animals that are being rescued. Flea and tick medicine, large and small cages/crates, medical supplies, vaccinations, bowls, washing tubs, pet food, shampoos, lime to bury dead animals, noneraseable black markers, Polaroid cameras and film, and money for gas are among the things needed. Supplies may be dropped off at Animal Ark in Clemmons. People interested in fostering can e-mail Carla Johnson at cjohnso@wfubmc.edu or page her at (336) 733-7885.

• Monetary gifts to animal-rescue efforts may go to: American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, call (866) 275-3923, write to ASPCA Disaster Relief Fund, 424 E. 92nd St., New York, NY 10128, or go online at www.aspca.org
• The Rockingham County Sheriff's Office, along with the Animal Rescue Foundation and the Forsyth County Humane Society, will collect pet food and supplies for pet victims of Katrina. A tractor-trailer has been donated to store animal-related supplies, which will be accepted at the Sheriff's Office, 1088 N.C. Highway 65 in Wentworth.

Cat food, dog food, large-animal food or other needed animal supplies can be left at the Sheriff's Office 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The Humane Society will take these items, including water, to the displaced animals in the affected area.

• Pet Supplies Plus in Reynolda Manor Shopping Center, 2812 Reynolda Road; Forsyth Humane Society; and Animal Adoption and Rescue Foundation are collecting food and supplies for the animals of the storm-devastated area.

Pet Supplies will donate 500 pounds of dog and cat food and will give a 10 percent discount on items bought for donations, except for those already discounted. Needed: dog and cat food, bowls, leashes and collars, beds, flea and tick medicine, shampoos, brushes and grooming supplies, chew bones and toys, crates, water and food for small and large animals.

Donations can be dropped off from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Saturdays and from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sundays.

They can be dropped off at the Forsyth Humane Society, 61 Miller St., from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays-Fridays, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturdays and 1-4 p.m. Sundays.

Other dropoffs: the Animal Adoption and Rescue Foundation (AARF), 311 Harvey St., Saturdays noon-4 p.m.

Gifts of money are accepted. More information: 750-0677.

Local Aid Options

Churches, mosques and synagogues are being asked to collect offerings on Sunday for relief efforts. Checks may be made payable to: Triad Hurricane Katrina Relief Fund. Deposits can be made at Mechanics and Farmers Bank.

Nonperishable food, clean and new clothing and toiletries can be dropped off at these locations: Goler Memorial AME Zion Church Community Building, 600 Chestnut St.; Emmanuel Baptist Church, 1075 Shalimar Drive; the NAACP office, 4130 Northampton Drive; Union Baptist Church, 1200 N. Trade St.; Ephesus Seventh-day Adventist Church, 1225 N. Cleve-land Ave.

Organizers are also asking for Wal-Mart gift cards that will go directly to stricken families to buy needed items.

For more information, call Earline Parmon at 971-2652, Linda Sutton at 995-5799 or Cheryl Harry at 399-3585.

LSB The Bank
The bank has opened an account to collect money to be given to the American Red Cross Hurricane Katrina Disaster Fund. The account is open to customers and noncustomers. Checks can be made payable to the American Red Cross at any of the LSB offices. LSB has 24 offices in Davidson, Forsyth, Guilford, Randolph and Stokes counties.

Davidson animal shelter
The Davidson County Animal Shelter is collecting nonperishable food items and supplies for the human and animal victims of Hurricane Katrina. All donations will be taken to the Second Harvest Food Bank in Winston-Salem for distribution.

The shelter is collecting dry and canned pet food and dishes for animals. For people, the following is needed: toiletries, paper goods, cleaning supplies, diapers, baby formula, juices, flashlights, batteries, canned and dried fruit, canned meats and stews, dried and canned beans, pastas and grains, cereal bars and other nonperishable food.

Donations can be brought to the shelter, at 490 Glendale Road in Lexington, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays through Fridays and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturdays. For more information, call the shelter at 357-0805.

Help for soldiers' families
A group called Soldier's Angels has created a relief fund to help soldiers and their families cope with losses in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, according to the N.C. National Guard.

The fund is to be used for families to get personal items, temporary shelter and meet other needs.

The group also is working to help soldiers get information about their families and their whereabouts.

Donations can be sent to: Soldier's Angels Foundation, Operation Katrina Soldier's Relief Fund, 1792 E. Washington Blvd., Pasadena, CA 91104.

A Web site is at: www.soldiersangels.org/heroes/Operation_Katrina_Soldiers_Relief_Fund.php
Military families and deployed soldiers affected by the hurricane can also call the National Guard Bureau Family Program Hotline at (888) 777-7731 to let family members know about their location.

Whole Foods Market
Whole Foods Market, which has three stores in Louisiana, is asking shoppers who wish to support hurricane relief efforts to add a donation to their purchase. Money donated will go to the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund.

Whole Foods will make matching donations to each in-store customer donation to as much as $1 million nationally.

The company's Winston-Salem store is at 41 Miller St.

First Community Bank/American Red Cross Northwest North Carolina
First Community Bank is collecting donations for the National Disaster Relief Fund at six locations in the region.

They are: 2000 W. First St.-# 102; 5610 University Parkway; 3001 Waughtown St.; 101 Brookfall Dairy Road, Elkin; 57 N. Main St., Sparta; 5519 Mountain View Road, Hays.

State of North Carolina
The state has set up a relief program for people to donate to hurricane victims.

The N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund has no administrative costs, meaning that 100 percent of donated money will go to victims of the hurricane. People can make checks payable to the N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund, and mail them to: Office of the Governor, 20312 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-0312.

Also, people who want to donate money may call the N.C. Disaster Hotline toll-free at *888) 835-9966 from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Mondays to Fridays. Money collected will be sent to other states to use for immediate needs.

N.C. State University
Student athletes from almost all of N.C. State's varsity squads will volunteer their time at Sunday night's football game against Virginia Tech to collect money for hurricane victims.

Fans should look for "Hurricane Relief" signs at each of the stadium gates to contribute to the effort. The students will collect donations in American Red Cross buckets from when gates open until the end of the first quarter.

General help
There are several ways and agencies that people can call to help hurricane victims.

Most charities are requesting financial donations rather than goods or clothing. This enables them to use the money within the communities that are most affected.

Among those are:

• American Red Cross, http://www.redcross.org, (800) 435-7669 or (800) HELP-NOW.

• America's Second Harvest, http://www.secondharvest.org/ for hunger relief, (800) 344-8070.

• Catholic Charities, http://www.catholiccharitiesusa.org/, (800) 919-9338. hunger relief, (800) 344-8070.

• Church World Services, http://www.churchworldservice.org/, (800) 297-1516. relief, (800) 344-8070.

• Network for Good, http://www.networkforgood.org, provides easy access for donations to a number of charities, including the Humane Society of America (for pets) and various chapters of the United Way in Florida and Louisiana.

• Salvation Army, http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/, (800) SAL-ARMY or (877) SAL-MISC. The Salvation Army also is ready to feed victims and first responders in the wake of Hurricane Katrina. the United Way in Florida and Louisiana.

• American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals and other agencies have set up a triage station to aid lost and abandoned animals affected by Hurricane Katrina at Lamar-Dixon Exposition Center, 9039 S Saint Landry Ave, Gonzales LA.    To donate to the ASPCA Disaster Relief Fund, please go to www.aspca.org or call 866-275-3923.

For additional information on how to help after a disaster strikes please visit the Federal Emergency Management Agency at http://www.fema.gov/rrr/help2.shtm, or call (800) 621-FEMA. of Hurricane Katrina. the United Way in Florida and Louisiana.

Also, the web site www.disasterhelp.gov is an online resource site for disaster information and assistance. This site will link to disaster agencies and organizations. of Hurricane Katrina. the United Way in Florida and Louisiana.


Greensboro

Greensboro United Way Volunteer Center

Call the volunteer center to offer help.  This line may be busy.  You should be persistent in your attempts to call as many people are calling in to volunteer.  336-373-1633

American Red Cross

Accepting money to provide shelter, food, counseling and other assistance to those in need. Call (800) HELP NOW or (800) 257-7575 (Spanish). Contributions to the Disaster Relief Fund may be sent to your local American Red Cross chapter or to the American Red Cross, P.O. Box 37243, Washington, DC 20013. Internet users can make a secure online contribution by visiting www.redcross.org.

The Red Cross is also looking for volunteers to travel to the Gulf Coast for people support. Volunteer training classes will be held at many Triad-area Red Cross chapters this weekend and next week. For more information, call your local chapter; Greensboro,333-2111; High Point-Thomasville, 885-9121; Rockingham County, 349-3434; Northwest North Carolina (serving Forsyth, Stokes, Davie and Yadkin counties), 724-0511.

The Salvation Army

Monetary donations: $ 100 donation will feed a family of four for two days; provide two cases of drinking water and one household cleanup kit. Monetary donations may be sent to your local Salvation Army earmarked “Disaster Relief.” Donations can also be made online at www.salvationarmyusa.org or by calling 1-800-SAL-ARMY

Second Harvest food Bank of Northwest North Carolina/American Red Cross/Clear Channel Radio

Single serving snacks in pop-top containers, and other single-serving-items—no perishables or glass—single-serving bottled water; paper goods; cleaning supplies; diapers ad baby formula; flashlights; and batteries. Monetary donations go to the Red Cross. Drop off: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept 2, Wal-Mart, North Main Street, High Point.

Animal Rescue and Foster Program’s Next Step Adoption Center

Donations: pet food, toys, collars, leashes, carriers and other pet supplies. Drop off locations: noon to 5 p.m., Sept 10-11, Next Step Adoption Center, 705 Milner Drive. Log onto www.greensboro.com/afp for information and more drop-off locations.

All Lowes Foods stores

$1 or $5 may be made at any cash register and will go to the Disaster Relief Fund of the American Red Cross. Donations will be accepted at Lowes Foods stores through Sept. 30. www.lowesfoods.com
All Food Lion stores

Donations will be accepted at the checkouts in any amount through Sept. 24 to benefit the American Red Cross Disaster Relief Fund.

State of North Carolina

The state has set up a relief program for people to donate to hurricane victims.

The N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund has no administrative cost, meaning that 100 percent of donated money will go to victims of the hurricane. People can make checks payable to the N.C. Helping Neighbors Fund, and mail them to: Office of the Governor, 20312 Mail Service Center, Raleigh, NC 27699-0312.

National

The United Way Hurricane Katrina Response Fund

To donate, visit www.unitedway.org and click on “Hurricane Katrina Response Fund.” Credit card donations may also be made by calling (800) 272-4630 or by mailing a check (made out to United Way of America with “Hurricane Katrina Fund” in the memo line) to: United Way of America, P.O. Box 630568, Baltimore, MD 21263-0568

Hurricane Katrina Hotline (national) 888-538-6136

This hotline is for donations of goods or services from anywhere in the nation. This "Michigan Hurricane Relief Hotline" is creating a database of non-monetary items that individuals want to donate. Once they start to receive requests for these items, the database will tell them the closest person or business for that particular item.  The database can also accommodate individuals with particular skills that want to volunteer, such as carpenters, roofers, etc.

General help

There are several ways and agencies that people can call to help hurricane victims.

Most charities are requesting financial donations rather than goods or clothing. This enables them to use the money within the communities that are most affected. 

Among those are:

· American Red Cross, http://www.redcross.org  (800) 435-7669 or (800) HELP-NOW.

· America’s Second Harvest, http://www.secondharvest.org/ for hunger relief, (800) 344- 8070

· Catholic Charities, http://catholiccharitiesusa.org/ (800) 919-9338, hunger relief, (800) 344-8070

Church World Services, http://www.churchworldservice.org/ (800) 297-1516. relief, (800) 344-8070.

· Network for Good, http://www.networkforgood.org provides easy access for donations to a number of charities, including the Humane Society of America (for pets) and various chapters of the United Way in Florida and Louisiana.

· Salvation Army, http://www.salvationarmyusa.org/ (800) SAL_ARMY or (877) SAL-MISC. The Salvation Army also is ready to feed victims and first responders in the wake of Hurricane Katrina, the United Way in Florida and Louisiana. 

For additional information on how to help after a disaster strikes please visit the Federal Emergency Management Agency at http://www.fema.gov/rrr/help2.shtm or call (800) 621-Fema. of Hurricane Katrina, the United Way in Florida and Louisiana.

Also, the web site www.disasterhelp.gov is an online resource site for disaster information and assistance. This site will link to disaster agencies and organizations of Hurricane Katrina, the United Way in Florida and Louisiana.

In Davie County, the Department of Social Services stands ready to assist evacuees to Davie County with Food Stamp replacement, and Medicaid services.  For more information call Davie County EMS at 751-0879 or DSS at 751-8800.

The mission of the Davie County United Way is to unite the voluntary strength of our community to care for one another.  This is achieved through direct community impact projects/programs facilitated by DCUW, collaborations with other nonprofits for Special Programs and the funding of 38 traditional programs facilitated by United Way Partner Agencies who service Davie County. DCUW funded programs focus on three impact areas:  Children and Youth, Health and Wellness and Crisis Intervention.  For more information contact the DCUW office at 751-0313 or email davieunitedway@mocksville.com.
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