[image: image1.png]United
Way |





NEWS RELEASE
RELEASE DATE: 9/19/05
Contact:  Mary Beth Forst

Third Annual United Way Day of Caring Deemed Successful
September 10, 2005 – Davie County.  Eleven building and repair projects completed.  
Twenty-two human service projects completed such as visiting shut-ins; collecting items to assemble disaster care kits; and organizing and conducting craft projects to be completed by Big Brothers Big Sisters waiting list children or the residents of the group homes.  Seven gardening/yard work projects, four cleaning projects and two painting projects all completed.  

September 10, 2005 was a remarkable day when 217 volunteers from over 23 companies and organizations gathered to volunteer nearly 900 hours to complete projects that aided our neighbors in need.  All of this became reality through the Davie County United Way Day of Caring and you can be proud that you were a part of it!    Thank you!

 “Once again, I have the honor of being involved in Day of Caring,” stated Vickie Blackwelder, chair of the Day of Caring event.  “This year, as chair, I have seen first hand what the caring volunteers of Davie County can do to take care of their neighbors.  It makes me proud to say I live in Davie County.”

Many companies and organizations committed to completing more than one project.  DCUW thanks all the companies and organizations who helped to make this worthwhile event a success. 
Baker Furniture - two projects
Bank of the Carolinas – 1 project

Boy Scout Troop #732 – 3 projects
Christian Business Men’s Committee, 2 projects
Clement Grove Church, 1 project
Cooleemee Civitan Club – 2 projects
Cornerstone Christian Church – 2 projects
County of Davie – 1 project
Davie Civitan Club – 4 projects and 2 visits
Davie County Hospital – 4 visits 
Davie County Master Gardeners – 1 project
Horn Oil Company – 1 project
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Mocksville Civitan Club to include South Davie Middle School Jr. Civitans and Davie High School Jr. Civitans – 1 project

Lena Reinsvold – 1 project as an individual

Piedmont Natural Gas – 1 project
Rotary Club of Mocksville – 7 visits with lunch and flowers

RSVP & Hospice Volunteers – 1 project,
VF Jeanswear – 1 project
Wal-Mart – 4 projects
Westside Chrysler Dodge Jeep – 2 projects
William R. Davie Fire Department – 1 project

As with any special event, special thanks must be given to the sponsors of the event.  For the second year in a row, The Mebane Foundation led the way as Presenting Sponsor followed closely by Duke Power who was a Caregiver Sponsor and the following businesses and organizations helped to support the 2005 United Way Day of Caring through a Helping Hand sponsorship:

Bank of the Carolinas

Farm Bureau

Hendricks & Corriher Construction

Energy United

Martin & Van Hoy, LLP

Mocksville Civitan Club

Mocksville Rotary Club 

Trim, Inc.

Wal-Mart

Westside Chrysler Dodge Jeep

The support did not stop here!  All American Ford, BB&T and the Davie County Health Department joined the ranks as Project Sponsors and Caudell Lumber, Sarah Lee Knit Products and Lowe’s Home Improvement all gave gifts-in-kind.  Horn’s Express led the way to provide food for breakfast and lunch on the Day of Caring.  “Employees of Horn’s Express helped to coordinate and serve over 200 hotdogs with all the trimmings – a service project in and of itself!” stated Mary Beth Forst, Executive Director.   Also providing gifts of food for the day’s breakfast and lunch were:  Bojangles of Advance, Columbian Vending, D.C. Food Lion Stores, Hardees of Mocksville, Sam’s Club, Garrett Goodies (Tom’s Chips), Food Masters, Pepsi Bottling Ventures, Cheerwine, Peninger Distributing (Little Debbie).  

The Davie County United Way would like to extend a final thank you to our Door Prize Sponsors and Event guests.  Door prizes were donated from Carolina Motor Sport Park, Carolina Panthers, Keystone Marketing, NC Zoo, NWNC Chapter of the American Red Cross and Wal-Mart.  Special thanks to Richard Childress Racing for providing the Kevin Harvick, #29 Car for display and to Mega Machine Shop for displaying the Mega Bug!  Both cars were quite a sight to see.
No successful special event happens without a driven and dedicated committee.  Any volunteer who gave of his or her time on Saturday, September 10, 2005 should take a moment to thank the following individuals for their hard work.  Vickie Blackwelder, Chair; Robby Dilmore, Event Day Coordination; Regina Graham, Team Recruitment; Dorothy Graham, Project & Team Recruitment, Gaither Markland,  
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Project Assessment; Jerry Kerley, Gardening Project Assessment; David Sutter, Logistics; and Shawn Beck, Lunch Coordination.
The 2005 Day of Caring was also the kick-off to the 2005-2006 United Way Campaign.  Robb Williams, a resident of the Davie County Group Home, spoke at the Kick-off and thanked the Davie County United Way for providing the food that he eats daily.  Honorary Chair, Dan Barrett was also on-hand for the event to announce a goal of $450,000 and the good news that currently 10% of that goal has already been raised.  Executive Director, Forst stated, “We came extremely close to reaching the $450,000 goal last year and we anticipate attaining our goal this year with the help of generous individuals from our community.” 

The mission of the Davie County United Way is to unite the voluntary strength of our community to care for one another.  This is achieved through direct community impact projects/programs facilitated by DCUW, collaborations with other nonprofits for Special Programs and the funding of 38 traditional programs facilitated by United Way Partner Agencies who service Davie County. DCUW funded programs focus on three impact areas:  Children and Youth, Health and Wellness and Crisis Intervention.  For more information contact the DCUW office at 751-0313 or email davieunitedway@mocksville.com.
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