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NEWS RELEASE
RELEASE DATE: 7/26/05
Contact:  Mary Beth Forst

UNITED WAY FUNDS SPECIAL PROGRAMS
July 26, 2005 - Mocksville - Davie County.  In a June 1 meeting of the Executive Committee of the Davie County United Way (DCUW) Board of Directors, $8,200.00 in grants were approved for literacy, rescue squad and senior related programs.

DCUW granted $3,000 to the Davie County Partnership for Children (DCPC) to partially fund the Imagination Library.  Imagination Library is a program offered through Dolly Parton and the Dollywood Foundation.  It’s facilitated locally by the DCPC who registers children to receive a carefully selected book in their mailbox each month from birth until their fifth birthday.  By increasing a child’s access to books, this program gets children reading early.  Learning to read is a process much like learning to speak or walk.  The process begins at birth.  Children associate sounds with emotions.  They must learn how a book works – you read left to right and you turn pages.  They associate pictures with words.  These are all steps along the way to learning to read.  Perhaps more importantly, they also learn to love to read.  Sitting in a loved one’s lap, develops a powerful assocation between reading and love.  Educators have identified preschool reading and parent involvement as among the most important steps toward a child’s success in school but it is common sense that tells us most of what we need to know.  They key to success in schoool and beyond is to develop proficient reading skills.  One of the most important things a parent can do to develop these skills is to read with their child as much as possible.
To address all sides of the literacy issue in Davie County, DCUW also granted $1,700 to the Davie Family YMCA to fund materials needed by the new Adult Literacy program called “Davie County Reads” to begin this Fall.   Based on a similar successful program in Forsyth County run by the Community Outreach Services YMCA, “Davie County Reads” will recruit, select and train capable volunteers as tutors and pair them with adults throughout the community who are unable to read.   “This grant and others will help purchase the training and curriculum materials and other administrative materials to get the program started,” says Ed Barron, Executive Director of the Davie Family YMCA. “We aim to make a significant impact on the lives of the individuals and families of the Davie County community through teaching them the life skill of reading.” 

Recently, the Farmington Community Center and Davie County Senior Services entered a partnership to provide the Senior Lunch Program for the elderly of the Farmington area.  DCUW has granted $2,500 to the Farmington Community Center to help off-set the cost of utilities associated with the Center’s donation of their space for the Senior Lunch Program.  The program is slated to begin in October.
A one thousand dollar grant was given to the Davie County Rescue Squad to help subsidize the cost of training and conference fees.    This will allow Rescue Squad volunteers to keep up with their required certifications and trainings which, in the past, has often been an individual expense.
The mission of the Davie County United Way is to unite the voluntary strength of our community to care for one another.  This is achieved through direct community impact projects/programs facilitated by DCUW, collaborations with other nonprofits for Special Programs and the funding of 38 traditional programs facilitated by United Way Partner Agencies who service Davie County. DCUW funded programs focus on three impact areas:  Children and Youth, Health and Wellness and Crisis Intervention.  For more information contact the DCUW office at 751-0313 or email davieunitedway@mocksville.com.
###

Davie County United Way, Inc.


P.O. Box 744


622 N. Main Street, Ste. 211


Mocksville, NC 27028-0744


Phone:  336-751-0313


Fax:  336-751-5642
































what matters.™

1

